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Have you ever been to the Great Wall?
Would you like to attend an IPS conference
that includes having dinner in the 568-year-
old Ancient Observatory and enjoying mod-
ern planetarium shows under a 40 MB reso-
lution digital environment? Even if you
have already been to Beijing and even to the
Beijing Planetarium, I promise that if you
come to Beijing Planetarium in 2010, you
will be surprised to find out that Beijing has
changed a lot and is much more beautiful
than before.

As a planetarium with both an ancient
observatory and a modern optical starball
and digital projectors, Beijing Planetarium
would like to invite you to “In Touch with
Ancient Observatory and Modern
Planetarium” at the Beijing Planetarium for
IPS 2010.

A Unique Combination
Beijing Planetarium is a quite suitable

place for hosting an IPS conference, not only
because of its unique combination of
ancient observatory and modern planetari-
um, but also because of its extensive facili-

ties. The 18 m Universe digital theater with
200 seats in the new building of Beijing
Planetarium was the first planetarium dome
in the world with digital laser projectors. In
the nearby original 23-m dome, the newly
renovated theatre with about 500 seats is
being equipped with a Zeiss Mark IX optical
projector and a Sky-Skan definiti system.
Using 6 Sony SXRD Xenon-powered projec-
tors, the definiti system is the most advanced
in the world with nearly 40 MB in pixel reso-
lution and brightness of 30k lumens. It uses
10 bit color, expanding the gamma range far
beyond any other contemporary system,
and realizes razor-sharp resolution in real
time and dome masters of 7.8k x 7.8k at 30
frames per second. The new Beijing
Planetarium definiti system is due for com-
pletion in early 2008. 

The two domes will provide an excellent
environment for companies and planetari-
ums to display their most up-to-date prod-
ucts and shows during the conference. The
two regular exhibition halls in the old build-
ing, each about 400 square meters in area
and 7 meters high, give good places for ven-

dor exhibitions. At least another 400 square
meters of area in the new building could also
be used for exhibitions.

It is expected that there will be great pub-
lic interest in astronomy before and around
2010 in China. As the headquarters of the
Popularization Working Committee of the
Chinese Astronomical Society (Nanjing),
Beijing Planetarium is responsible for the
astronomical popularizations for the whole
mainland part of the country. Some very
important astronomical events are planned
for the coming years. For example, space
exploration in China is entering a new era of
development. More and more Chinese are
becoming interested in space and astronomy
in these years.

The two total solar eclipses visible in
China in 2008 and 2009 will surely attract
many members of the general public to
become interested in astronomy.

The year 2009 will be declared as the
International Year of Astronomy by the
United Nations. Beijing Planetarium is taking
a very important part in the preparation of
IYA2009 events for mainland China. We are
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At Left: The Great Wall, symbolizing China’s ancient civilization, is one of the world’s most renowned projects. Photo © Jennifer Bentley, iStockphoto.com. At
Right: Beijing Planetarium, the new building and old building. Photo by Liu Hequn; this and the remainder of images provided by the author and used with per-
mission.
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investigating the possibility of including
astronomy as a normal middle school course
in some cities and emphasizing the impor-
tance of planetariums in astronomy educa-
tion. We are recommending that every mid-
dle-size city in China could have a large- or
middle-size planetarium and every middle
school in China could have its own middle-
or small-size planetarium. It is expected that
hundreds of new planetariums will be built
in the next several years, and IPS 2010 in
Beijing will greatly speed-up such a process
in China, as well as in some other regions in
Asia. 

The Planetarium Working Committee
within the structure of the Chinese
Association of Natural Science Museums is
under the Chinese Association of Science
and Technology, which will locate in Beijing
Planetarium and will organize and serve all
different sizes of planetariums in China. We
also suggest this committee as a new affiliate
of IPS in China.

Host Facilities: Beijing
Planetarium 

Beijing Planetarium, the first large-size
planetarium in Asia, was opened on Sept. 29,
1957.  The new building of Beijing

Planetarium was opened to
the public on Dec. 12, 2004
and includes several exciting
parts: digital space theater, 3D
simulation theater, 4D the-
ater, exhibition hall, solar
observatory, public observa-
tory, astronomical classroom,
and more.  The Digital
Universe theater, which can
seat 200, presents grand views
of our night sky and feats of
space adventures, projected
by the world's most advanced
digital laser projector, SGI
visual workstation and
ADLIP laser system. The 3D
theater has 48 seats and the
4D theater has 196 seats. As a
supplement for the Digital
Universe theater, they can
present an exciting feeling of
motion and visual and audio
spatial effects,  enhancing
experiences. 

The public observatory is
equipped with a 400 mm
Schmidt-Cassegrain tele-
scope, which can provide
youngsters observation and
educational practice and
some research work. 

There are about 3000
square meters of exhibition
space within the new build-
ing, and about 2200 square
meters of it has been used for

relatively permanent exhibitions.
Beijing Ancient Obser-vatory is a part of

Beijing Planetarium and is located in another
part of the city. It was first built in 1442 in
the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), and was the
royal observatory in the Ming and Qing
dynasties. It has 8 astronomical instruments
made in the Qing Dynasty, and has succes-
sive observation
records of nearly 500
years from the Ming
Dynasty to 1929 AD.
The 8 instruments
were equipped with
western technology
and Chinese local art
design, and they can
show us the academic
exchange between
the western and east-
ern worlds and the
magnificent western
design. It is now a key
national relic protec-
tion unit.  Some
description of the
facilities in the new
building and Beijing
Ancient Observatory
were published in the

March 2005 Planetarium (vol. 34, no. 1).

Conference Site and Hotels
Currently there are two options for the

conference site, either Beijing Planetarium
itself or Beijing Friendship Hotel. Although it
is very suitable for vendor shows and exhibi-
tions, the current meeting rooms for aca-
demic conferences inside Beijing
Planetarium may not be enough for partici-
pants over 450. Besides the three dome the-
aters with approximately 200, 200, and 500
seats, Beijing Planetarium has two standard
classrooms which can hold 80-120 persons
each, and there will be three more class-
rooms before IPS 2010 of similar size, located
on the fifth and sixth floors of the new
building. The opening ceremony could be
arranged in the Peoples’ Congress Hall near
the country’s famous Tian’anmen Square.

If participants number over 500 persons,
Beijing Friendship Hotel will be chosen as
the conference site. Beijing Friendship Hotel
is one of the largest garden-style hotels in
Asia.  Located in the heart of the
Zhongguancun High-Tech Zone, it’s a 4-star
hotel. It is about 5 km away from Beijing
Planetarium. The Friendship Hotel was estab-
lished in 1954 and covers a total area of
335,000 square meters of land in the capital
city, of which 200,000 square meters are
landscaped in the traditional Chinese garden
style. 

Within the hotel, there are various multi-
function and meeting halls that can accom-
modate 16-1000 people from 37-500 square
meters in size and conference rooms of dif-
ferent sizes, providing needs for any activi-
ties, such as business meetings and exhibi-
tions. The equipment includes internet
access, audio-visual equipment, automation
equipment, slide projector, overhead projec-
tor, whiteboard, etc. The proposed cost of

Digital Space Theater of Beijing Planetarium. Photo by Liu Hequn

At Top: Beijing Friendship Hotel's Grand Building. Beijing
Friendship Hotel is one of the largest garden-style hotels in Asia.
Photo by Beijing Friendship Hotel. Bottom: The Forbidden City,
also known as the Palace Museum. It is the largest and most well
preserved imperial residence in China today. Photo by  Li Shaiba
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registration is $300, including the banquet.
There are several additional 4-star hotels
(Xiyuan Hotel, Beijing Capital Xindadu
Hotel, Debao Hotel) and one 5-star hotel
(Hotel Nikko New Century Beijing) within
walking distance of the Beijing Planetarium
with accommodations for double/single
rooms currently ranging from $50 to $120
(US) per night for one person.

Conference Activities
The proposed dates for IPS 2010 are July 4-

8. The conference agenda will follow the
normal style of IPS conferences, including
papers sessions, poster sessions, workshops
and invited speakers, sub-group discussions,
and exhibitions. We will invite local speak-
ers,  including a Chinese taikonaut and
experts on ancient Chinese astronomy.

A digital planetarium show on
ancient Chinese astronomy is
being prepared for the year
2008/2009 by the Digital Studio of
Beijing Planetarium, relating to the
theme of our proposal to host the
2010 IPS conference in Beijing. 

The agenda will feature a vari-
ety of excursions: not only visits to
Beijing Planetarium and the
Beijing Ancient Observatory, but
also city attractions (one day for
Temple of Heaven or Beihai Park,
and the Houhai or Peking Opera,
etc.; another day for the Great
Wall,  Ming Tombs and the
Observatory). In addition, accom-
panying family members can visit
the Forbidden City, the Summer
Palace, Yonghe Palace, Capital
Museum, and other tourist activi-
ties.

Pre- and Post-Conference
Tours

Tours before and after the con-
ference will be arranged. One tour
is to visit Xinglong Station of the
National Astronomical Observ-
atories of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences and the famous Chengde
summer villa; another tour is to
Xi’an and Shanghai, the famous
traditional and modern cities in
China, including a visit to the
World Expo 2010 in Shanghai.
More tours could be introduced
later if members are interested.

Host City
Beijing lies in the north of the

North China Plain, covering
16,807.8 square kilometers and
having a registered population of

13 million. As the capital city of the People’s
Republic of China, Beijing is the nation’s
political and cultural center and also a center
of international contacts.

First conceived and developed in Beijing
(Peking),  the Peking
Opera has been per-
forming for around 200
years. Like any other
traditional opera, it tells
stories through move-
ment, singing, and elab-
orate dancing. Thus it is
a graceful and consum-
mate art which com-
bines the best elements
of literature, music, and
dance. Peking Opera has
become the important

and influential opera form for Chinese audi-
ences and is now regarded as the
quintessence of Chinese culture.

City attractions also include the
Forbidden City, also known as the Palace
Museum, the largest and most well preserved
imperial residence in China today. The Great
Wall symbolizes China’s ancient civilization
and is one of the world’s most renowned
projects. The Ming Tombs are found at a dis-
tance of 50 km northeast of Beijing, where
stands an arc-shaped cluster of hills fronted
by a small plain. Here is where 13 emperors
of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 AD) were
buried.

The Summer Palace is characterized by its
vast scope and rich cultural embodiments,
and it has become one of the most famous
tourist sites in the world. The Temple of
Heaven, one of the most strictly protected
and preserved cultural heritage sites of
China, served as an exclusive altar for
Chinese monarchs during the Ming and
Qing dynasties.

Beijing Cuisine mainly refers to Beijing
local cuisine that is attributable to Shandong
Cuisine, Imperial Court Cuisine, Imperial
Official Cuisine, and other cuisines from dif-
ferent regions. Among them, Beijing Roast
Duck, Hotpot,  and Barbecue are most
famous.

Beijing Planetarium is located in the
northwest part of the city, about 27.5 km
from the airport. You can easily take taxis in
Beijing. Beijing will host the 2008 Olympics,
and several new subway lines are under con-
struction now. The subway to the airport
will be finished June 2008, and a new sub-
way station just in front of Beijing
Planetarium is planned for September 2009.
Two of the city’s largest public transporta-
tion centers also located very near to Beijing
Planetarium. We will keep you informed on
our preparation at www.ips2010.com.

The city of Beijing is still making changes
rapidly these years and so is the Beijing
Planetarium. Please come and find the
changes for yourself. We look forward to
meeting you in IPS 2010 in Beijing!   �

The snow view of Beijing Ancient Observatory. It is about
14 meters high with 8 astronomical instruments made in
Qing Dynasty.  Photo by Liu Hequn

The Summer Palace: Characterized by its vast scope and
rich cultural embodiments, it has become one of the most
famous tourist sites in the world. Photo by Mei Sheng

4D theater of Beijing Planetarium. Photo by Liu Hequn
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